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Topics:

• Background: Chickaloon Native Village

• Alaska Salmon: Food Security and Cultural 
Lifeways 

• Barriers to Fish Passage 

• NOAA Tribal Funding and CVTC Objectives
➢ Fish Passage Restoration & Future Opportunities 

➢ Free Tribal Trainings (successes & lessons learned)

➢ Alaska Tribal Fish Passage Working Group



Background: Chickaloon Native Village

• Ahtna Dene Tribe: stewarded the area for 10,000 years 

• Matanuska Watershed affected by coal mining, railroad 
and highway construction (1914+)

• 1973 Tribal Elders re-established Chickaloon Village 
Traditional Council (CVTC) and federal recognition. 

• Mission = reassert the Tribe’s identity and cultural 
traditions and create economic self-sufficiency 
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Alaska Salmon 
(Łuk’ae):
Food Security and 
Cultural Lifeways  
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Tribal youth at Culture Camp



Fish Passage Barriers



Funded Project

NOAA’s Restoration Center: 
Restoring Tribal Priority 
Fish Passage through 
Barrier Removal - 
Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law

CVTC Project- build Tribal 
capacity in fish passage: 

• Fish Passage Restoration 
(Culvert replacements)

• Free Tribal Trainings on 
Fish Passage Topics

• Alaska Tribal Fish 
Passage Working Group



Fish 
Passage 
Restoration

Premier 
Creek

Culvert 1 Downstream

Culvert 1 Upstream

Culvert 2 Downstream



Finding, 
Mapping, 
Planning for
Future Restoration Opportunities



Free Tribal
Trainings for 
Fish Passage 



Free Tribal Trainings 
for Fish Passage



Alaska Tribal Fish 
Passage Working Group
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• Quarterly, virtual meetings

• Tribally-led for Tribal Entities

• Virtual, short trainings

• Discussions on projects and challenges

• Fish Passage Funding Announcements

• Fish Passage Training Invitations

• Contacts & Resource Lists for support



Tsin’aen Siigu 
(thank you 
very much)!

Questions?

Andrea James 

Environmental Program Manager  
(Fish Passage)

(812) 241-0942

aljames@chickaloon-nsn.gov 
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