
Farmland Conservation: 
Interactions to Improve Salmon 

Habitat



Alaska Farmland Trust

En vis io n s  a  fu t u re  w it h  t h rivin g  lo c a l fo o d  
m a rk e t s  t h a t  w ill g ive  Ala s k a n s  a c c e s s  t o  
fre s h , h e a lt h y fo o d , a n d  k e e p  o u r fa rm e rs  

fa rm in g





W HY W E SHOULD CARE ABOUT 
INCREASING OUR FOOD P RODUCTION: 

ADDRESSING FOOD SECURITY

On e  in  five  Ala s k a n s  is  c o n s id e re d  fo o d  in s e c u re . 
Ac c e s s  t o  a ffo rd a b le , h e a lt h y fo o d s  is  a  c h a lle n g e  fo r  

m a n y. 

Th a n k fu lly, fa rm s  s t ill e xis t  t o  p ro vid e  re a s o n a b ly 
p ric e d , n u t r it io u s  a n d  fre s h  ve g e t a b le s . 



Farms in the Mat Su Borough are 
responsible for over ½ of the 

States agricultural production.

The MSB has ~16% of the 
State’s population and yet in 
2020 we built 43% of the new 

homes in the State 



What is a 
Conservation Easement?

A conservation easement is a voluntary legal 
agreement between a landowner and a land 

trust that permanently limits uses of the land in 
order to protect its conservation values. 

Landowners retain many of their rights, 
including the right to own and use the land, 

sell it and pass it on to their heirs.



What is an AGRICULTURAL
Conservation Easement?

A voluntary legal agreement between a 
landowner and a land trust that permanently
limits uses of the land in order to protect its 
agricultural values and requires continued 

agricultural use of the property.

Landowners retain many of their rights, 
including the right to own and use the land, 

sell it and pass it on to their heirs.



Protecting Agriculture 
improves salmon habitat



381 ACRES of Mat-Su Farmland Permanently Protected

○ Closing on ~90 acres in early 2023,

○ Currently working on 2 properties on the Spring 

System, one which borders the Matanuska River

○ Initial phases of a property in Soldotna, with a salmon 

stream that runs through the fields

• Provide facilitation for the UAF Experimental farm gravel 
extraction project 



Questions?

(907) 390-9084
amyoconnor@akfarmland.com

www.akfarmland.com

http://www.akfarmland.com/
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