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Keynote Speakers: Dr. Katherine Myers & Mary Colligan
Dr. Katherine Myers
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Dr. Katherine Myers is an internationally recognized fisheries scientist, who has worked with the University of Washington’s High Seas Salmon Research Program for over thirty years. During that time she’s filled roles starting from research aid, to the High Seas Salmon Program Principal Research Scientist which she recently retired from. 
Dr. Myers received the 2014 North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission Award in recognition of her long-term leadership in scientific research and conservation, her extensive body of published work on Pacific salmon and steelhead, and fostering of international cooperation among researchers. Her scientific specialties include salmon and steelhead ocean distribution and migration patterns, age and growth research, and marine food habits studies of salmon. In addition, her service to the field of salmon science includes substantial contributions to studies of Prince William Sound pink salmon and her continuing scientific advisory work on Columbia River and Yukon River salmon.
Dr. Myers received her Ph.D. in Fisheries at Hokkaido University in Japan.  
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Mary Colligan
Throughout her career, Mary Colligan has worked with a variety of stakeholders including local watershed councils, industries, state agencies, tribal partners and international organizations to further Atlantic salmon conservation and management.  Most recently Mary served as president of the North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organization (NASCO) from 2010-2014, following working as staff to the U.S. Commissioners to NASCO.   An international organization established by an inter-governmental Convention in 1984, NASCO’s objective is to conserve, restore, enhance and rationally manage Atlantic salmon through international cooperation taking into account the best available scientific information.  Members of NASCO include the United States, Canada, Norway, the European Union, the Russian Federation and Denmark (in respect of the Faroe Islands and Greenland).  

Before moving into her current position with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Mary Colligan, worked for the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Protected Resources Program in the Northeast Region for over 20 years.  For the last 12 years, she served as the Assistant Regional Administrator for NMFS’ Protected Resources program.  In this role, Mary led NMFS efforts to implement the Endangered Species Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act from Maine to Virginia for Atlantic salmon, whales, porpoises, dolphins and sea turtles.  With NMFS, she worked on a host of complex fish and marine mammal conservation issues with scientific, cultural and international implications.  

While in graduate school at the University of Rhode Island, Mary worked in small fishing communities in Newfoundland looking for U.S. origin Atlantic salmon in the Canadian fishery, and began working on Atlantic salmon issues with NMFS in 1993 when a petition was submitted to NMFS and the USFWS to list the species under the Endangered Species Act.  

Today, Mary works for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as the lead for the Polar Bear Program within the Marine Mammal Management Program.
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