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GLT Mat-Su Salmon Habitat Prioritization 



 
Strategic Plan Objectives  for Salmon Riparian Areas  

1) IDENTIFY - 50% of salmon riparian 
areas by 2015  

2) PROTECT- 10% of salmon riparian 
areas by 2015  

3) RESTORE- 5% of salmon riparian 
areas by 2015 





Where are we?  

Wasilla Creek Mapping & Assessments – 2011 

15.5 miles mapped & surveyed to: 
  

 Verify Stream Location 

 

 Collect geomorphic & riparian 
habitat data  

 

 Identify potential restoration 
opportunities 

 

 

 

 



Completed Projects:  

Wasilla Creek Mapping Assessments  

47% of reaches had some type of human modification  

Where are we?  

Wasilla Creek Mapping & Assessments – 2011 

No riparian buffer Rip Rap ATV Crossings 

Bridges Channel Modification Rock Weirs/Debris 

Photo:  U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 



Wasilla Creek Landowner Outreach & Restoration 

2013-2015   

23 potential restoration opportunities 
identified & prioritized 
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Cottonwood Creek Mapping & Assessments 

 2012-2013  

No Riparian Buffer Rip Rap/Bank Hardening 

ATV crossings Bridges Rock Weirs 

Photos: Palmer Soil & Water Conservation District 



Cottonwood Creek Mapping & Assessments 

 2012-2013  

Reed Canary Grass 
Photo:  Palmer Soil & Water Conservation District 



Big Lake Mapping & Assessments 

2013 

No riparian buffer Rip Rap 

Docks “Other”- Erosion Control “Other” -Erosion Control 

Photos: Wasilla Soil & Water Conservation District 



Little Susitna River Riparian Assessments 

2013 

www.photo-mark.com - 

Bottom Photos: Wasilla Soil & Water Conservation District 
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Ongoing / Future Projects 

• Landowner Outreach & Restoration  
Wasilla Creek, Cottonwood Creek, Big Lake- 2015 

 
• GIS database 
      Compile existing riparian impact data -2014 

 
• GIS Mapping & Salmon Habitat Evaluation  

Remaining 24 priority water bodies -2018.  
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